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The Best Graduate Student Paper Award Committee was created at the Politics and Religion 
section meeting for the American Political Science Association conference in 2015 in order to 
investigate the possibility of creating a new award and to draft potential language. Key issues for 
section members included whether to accept poster submissions, whether papers written with 
faculty would be accepted, whether to accept papers by graduate students presented at academic 
conferences other than APSA, whether there might be too many submissions to be manageable 
given the broad array of potential applicants, and how much prize money to award. Below is our 
proposed text for the new award followed by an enumeration of the committee’s findings on 
these key issues.  
 
Proposed text 
 
The Best Graduate Student Paper Award will be given annually to a conference paper studying 
any aspect of religion and politics presented by a Ph.D. student in political science. The 
conference can be affiliated with any of the US-based political science associations or a 
conference affiliated with another association, such as the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Religion, the American Academy of Religion, the Middle East Studies Association, or the 
International Studies Association, as long as the paper was written by a student or students 
enrolled in a graduate program in political science. Papers written with faculty will not be 
considered. Papers presented at poster sessions are welcome. The award will be announced and 
presented at the annual APSA conference during the business meeting. The award committee is 
under no obligation to make an award if no submissions merit such recognition. 
 
Why now? 
 
The field of politics and religion is currently witnessing a significant upsurge in interest and 
activity. To capitalize on that interest, channel it toward the section, and to take advantage of a 
surfeit of money in the section’s bank account, the committee proposes to create a new award 
that will promote and highlight the best graduate student work in the field.  
 
APSA only? 
 
Graduate student paper awards are offered by Foreign Policy, African Politics, Political 
Communication, Law and Courts, Presidential and Executive Politics, Conflict Processes, and 
Interpretive Methodologies and Methods. While most of the awards are open only to papers 
presented at APSA, awards from the interdisciplinary subfields tend to be more open. For 
example, the Interpretive Methodologies and Methods award is open to papers presented at any 
conference. The award from the Presidential and Executive Politics Group is open to any paper 
presented at APSA or at any regional meetings. The African Affairs Best Graduate Student Paper 
Award can be presented at the APSA, ASA, ISA, or MPSA. As an interdisciplinary subfield, the 
committee feels that an open award will solicit the best possible work and attract the most 
students to our section.  



Poster sessions? 
 
Only one section (Conflict Processes) explicitly mentions that poster sessions are included. We 
see no reason to exclude poster sessions.  
 
Excess submissions? 
 
Having served on graduate student paper award committees and consulted with chairs from other 
committees, we are confident than the openness of the call will not result in a flood of papers. If 
this becomes unmanageable, we may adjust the call. The current members of this committee are 
willing to serve on the committee for the inaugural prize award year (papers presented in 2016) 
so as to enable this transition.  
 
Prize Money? 
 
We feel the prize amount should be commensurate with other awards, although the section 
bylaws do not dictate the award amounts. The section chair decides the amounts at their 
discretion.  
 
PhD students only? 
 
Limiting the award to grad students in political science places helpful bounds on what we are 
likely to get from SSSR, AAR, and other related conferences.    
 


